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The ARA Damage Locator will
help you classify the condition
of body panels with a simple
code that can be recognised
by anyone with the minimum of
training.

How it works

The illustrations indicate the
various sections of a vehicle.
Each section is split into
numbered zones for that panel.
Make a note of the number
representing any damage on
your panel . For example, if you
have a door with damage in the
centre area of the panel (see
photo on next page) then the
number you require is 5 - this
is the first character of your
code.
Now decide the type of damage
from the list. For example, if it
is what the Americans class as
a ‘parking lot ding’, then the P
is your second character.
Now we have to decide the
extent of the damage in units. A
unit is defined as damage not
exceeding the surface area of
a standard sized credit card,
if it takes two credit cards it is
two units. Then the number of
units determines the grade of
the part. The number of units
it takes to cover the damage
is our third character. For
example , the ‘ding’ on our
door can be covered with one
credit card so the character
will be 1.
Our code for this door is
therefore 5P1 - anyone who
knows this system will know
what damage and its extent
from this simple code allowing
the purchasing decision to be
made. If there is no damage
then the code for any panel
is 000.

N

No Paint Damage

Naturally there is more to it but
the idea is to keep it simple.
Bear in mind this is the ARA’s
information and includes
American terminology which
we shall amend for UK use
shortly.

